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the data and information supporting the fi-
nancial statements. Those conditions also
made it impractical for us to extend our
audit procedures to the degree necessary to
determine the effect that these shortcomings
might have had on the House’s financial
statements.
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For the reasons stated, we are unable

to and do not express an opinion as to
whether the supplemental schedules
are fairly stated in relation to the con-
solidating financial statements taken
as a whole, and we do not express an
opinion on these consolidating finan-
cial statements. That is the worst situ-
ation, I don’t know, are any of you
CPAs?

Mrs. SMITH of Washington. Will the
gentleman yield?

All I can tell you is if my business
had that kind of an audit, I could never
get a loan again. I think what it says is
there can be no beginnings. I looked at
that, and I am like the person with the
shovel, you know, digging and looking
for the pony.

Mr. HOKE. Looking for the pony.
Mrs. SMITH of Washington. And I

looked at it and I thought, some things
were obvious. Even before we came in
in January, we started making
changes, we started digging around, we
started opening up files and we started
closing things that were not efficient.
We started looking at the mail room,
we started looking at the way things
were done.

My understanding is that this audit
said certain things should change. We
are already doing a lot of them. But I
do not think we will ever know for sure
all of what happened between the 1954
audit and the 1995 audit. That is a long
time.

What I would like to see us do is go
forward. I would love to see us look at
this and say, we are a new Congress, we
want to go forward. So I was excited to
see that we were not going to mess
with the results. We were going to turn
them over to an independent counsel
and let anybody else deal with them
outside of this place so that it was not
political. I like that, and it kind of ex-
cited me that we were already starting
along the path to repair.

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. To follow
up with what Congresswoman SMITH
just said, the fact is we just passed a
resolution unanimously in this House
this afternoon giving the Inspector
General the authority to move forward
to make the kinds of changes we need.
Because in the report, if I can just fol-
low up, the appropriations limits were
ignored, bills were paid late in the
House, House property and equipment
was unaccounted for, and there were
significant security problems with
their own computer system. So these
changes, in order to really help our
country and to lead by example, I
think it is good that we have this kind
of audit and that we actually do the
follow-up, as Congresswoman SMITH
just stated.

Mr. HOKE. I think that is right, and
that we now have audits on an annual

base, which is exactly what we are
committed to doing.

I think we would be remiss in not
pointing out two things: No. 1, that
this audit was taken under the first
Republican Congress in 40 years; and,
No. 2, that we made the promise to the
American people that we were going to
start out the 104th Congress with an
audit, and that is exactly what we did.
It is another promise made, another
promise kept.

Mr. KINGSTON. If the gentleman
will yield, was this done on an inven-
tory and on a cash basis? Because my
question that I am leading to is, did we
count the number of personal comput-
ers? Did we count the papers? Is there
inventory missing? And is there cash
missing? Is the cash done on an accrual
basis, is it done on a cash basis, or
could the auditors even tell one way or
the other? Because what I am really
hearing is, they gave up and they said,
this is just too much of a mess.

Mr. HOKE. Well, they tried to do it
properly, and I don’t think they really
gave up. What they did is they kind of
threw their hands up in despair and
frustration and said, we can’t give you
the kind of report that you wanted.

Mr. KINGSTON. Well, if the gen-
tleman will yield, Price Waterhouse
also does the audit for Washington, DC.
Did they say that this was comparable?

Mr. HOKE. My understanding was
that the books for Washington, the
District of Columbia, were in much
better shape than the books for the
Congress.

I will read one other thing from this,
because I think it is interesting. It
says the House used cash basis ac-
counting as its primary means of man-
aging its financial resources and pre-
paring internal and external financial
reports.

This meant that the House tracked
when it received or spent cash, but not
what liabilities or legal obligations or
commitments it was incurring, or the
value of the assets properly recorded,
accumulated and reported in accord-
ance with the rules, policies and proce-
dures that are established by the House
itself.

Mr. KINGSTON. So perhaps we can
get somebody from the Washington, DC
City Council to come show the House
how to take care of the books.

Mr. HOKE. Perhaps we can.
Mr. KINGSTON. Not necessary any

more, is it?
Mrs. SMITH of Washington. Let’s do

better than that.
Mr. HOKE. I want to extend my ap-

preciation to the gentlelady from
Washington [Mrs. SMITH], the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. FOX],
and the gentleman from Georgia [Mr.
KINGSTON] for participating with me in
this special order.

Mr. Speaker, I want to yield the bal-
ance of this hour at this point to the
gentleman from Florida [Mr. BILI-
RAKIS] to discuss Cyprus. I hope that I
will have an opportunity, since it just
happens that this is also an issue that

is near and dear to my heart, to join
him on that issue.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on this
subject of my special order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCINNIS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

f

CYPRUS: 21 YEARS OF DIVISION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. BILIRAKIS] is
recognized for 20 minutes.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding me
the time. I also thank the gentleman
and commend the gentleman and the
others for basically sharing the facts
and the truth regarding the Medicare
picture with our viewers out there.

Mr. Speaker, Thursday, July 20,
marks the twenty-first anniversary of
the illegal invasion and occupation of
Cyprus by Turkey. I rise here today, as
I have since I first came to the Con-
gress in 1983, to remind us all of this
sad day in the history of the Republic
of Cyprus.

We must all be reminded that the
Green Line, separating the northern
part of the island—some 40 percent and
Turkish-occupied—from the free por-
tion is the only wall remaining in the
world dividing a country.

We must be reminded that our con-
duct here in this Congress has played a
major part in ensuring that wall con-
tinues to stand.

On July 20, 1974, 6,000 Turkish troops
and 40 tanks landed on the north coast
of Cyprus. Turkish forces captured al-
most 40 percent of Cyprus, representing
70 percent of the country’s economic
health.

As a result of Turkey’s illegal inva-
sion, 1,619 people have never been seen
again. Among these 1,619 missing indi-
viduals, five are United States citizens.

In addition, more than 200,000 Cyp-
riots were forcibly driven from their
homes. They are now refugees—a peo-
ple without a home.

Today, Turkey continues its occupa-
tion of the northern portion of Cyprus,
maintaining more than 35,000 troops
and some 65,000 settlers there. As I pre-
viously mentioned, a barbed wire fence,
known as the Green Line, cuts across
the island separating thousands of
Greek Cypriots from the towns and
communities in which they and their
families had previously lived for gen-
erations.

As you might guess, this has led to
frequent incidents and disputes—and in
the near future, the settlers and occu-
pying troops will outnumber the indig-
enous Turkish Cypriots.
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At this point, Mr. Speaker, I am

pleased to yield to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania [Mr. GEKAS].

Mr. GEKAS. I thank the gentleman.
As usual, the gentleman from Florida
has gone to extra lengths to bring a
vital issue to the floor and to utilize
the special auspices of the special order
to get across a vital message.

The gentleman has begun his presen-
tation with talk about refugees, and
about an act of aggression. The inva-
sion was a bold and dastardly act of ag-
gression, was it not? The answer is yes.
I will answer my own question.

Refugees became one of the results of
this act of aggression. Missing persons
is another disaster that came directly
because of that act of aggression. Does
not this remind you of what is happen-
ing in Bosnia?

Here we have a situation where an
act of aggression resulted in refugees,
in missing persons, in atrocities of
every kind of description. The United
Nations passed resolutions dealing di-
rectly with the Bosnian situation. Here
we are in turmoil and dismay at being
unable to do anything about what is
happening in Bosnia.

Well, we could have all predicted
that if only one would set that same
eyeglass on the Cyprus situation: an
act of aggression, ethnic cleansing, ref-
ugees, dastardly atrocities, missing
persons. The United Nations passed
resolution after resolution to try to do
something about it. Their inaction
there, in my judgment, laid the
groundwork for the inaction that they
are now undergoing in Bosnia.

I am sick of it. I no longer can toler-
ate even a gentle discussion on the Cy-
prus situation. How can the world com-
munity coalesce behind a Desert Storm
situation to help Kuwait regain its
independence, and indeed, enlist the
aid of Cyprus in that effort, and then
tolerate a continuing act of aggres-
sion? Every single minute that that
force occupies the northeastern part of
Cyprus is an act of aggression repeated
and repeated.

Let us do something about this. We
argue about it, we debate it, we pass
resolutions, we send letters. The
Bosnian situation will never be solved,
nor will the Cyprus situation ever be
solved, unless the resolve, as evidenced
by the individuals who will be speaking
this evening, is mounted into legisla-
tive action here in the Congress of the
United States.

I thank the gentleman for yielding.
Mr. BILIRAKIS, I thank the gen-

tleman for his remarks.
While I am saddened by the anguish

that the invasion and occupation has
caused the people of Cyprus, I am also
inspired and encouraged by their un-
daunted spirit and determination as
they have endured this tragedy.

In fact, the government of cyprus has
persisted in making every possible ef-
fort to reach a just and lasting solu-
tion.

Most recently, in December of 1993,
the Cyprus government submitted to

the United Nations a bold and innova-
tive proposal calling for the demili-
tarization of the island-nation. In ex-
change for the withdrawal of Turkish
troops, Cyprus offered to disband its
national guard, transfer the national
guard’s military equipment to an en-
larged U.N. peacekeeping force and use
the money saved from defense spending
for development projects that would
benefit both communities. Unfortu-
nately, the Turkish side rejected Cy-
prus’ proposal.

At this point, Mr. Speaker, I would
yield to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
HOKE].

Mr. HOKE. I heard what you said, Mr.
BILIRAKIS, about the Turkish troops.
Are these Turkish Cypriot troops, or
are these Turkish troops who have
been exported to Cyprus and are occu-
pying the island.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Clearly exported to
Cyprus.

Mr. HOKE. Clearly. There are 35,000
Turkish troops that are standing on
the north side, that are an occupying
force on this island that was at one
time an island paradise that is now di-
vided. They are using, as I understand
the situation, they are using Cyprus as
a bargaining chip in their own designs
and insecurities about their own do-
mestic situation and the longtime
problems that they have had with the
Nation of Greece generally.

They use Cyprus as a way to get at
Greece and create untold misery for
the Greek Cypriots who live on that is-
land. I know of one situation particu-
larly in Famagusta where 60,000 people
lived in Famagusta, which is just on,
as I understand it, and correct me if
I’m wrong, but it is just on the north
side of the green line.

Now, 21 years ago at the time of the
invasion by the Turks of the island of
Cyprus, this city was evacuated; 60,000
people were forced to flee from
Famagusta and that is now an aban-
doned city. Nobody is in it. There are
these 60,000 people in exile of the
Famagusta municipality.

It seems to me that it really is time
that we began to identify the genuine
source of the trouble over there. We
talk a lot about human rights in this
body; we talk a lot about our concern
for self-determination and the concern
that we have that nations be allowed
to have their own rights.

Here we are with a situation in Cy-
prus where the Turks have invaded
that beautiful nation where Moslem
Cypriots and Christian Cypriots got
along for centuries side-by-side, and
now for the past 21 years they have
not, and the Turks again are using
them as a pawn.

There are 1,619, as I understand it, I
think that is the correct number, peo-
ple who are still missing and unac-
counted for from that invasion that
took place 21 years ago, and of those,
five were American citizens, including
one who was a young boy, or young
man at the time, just in college, who
was snatched away, literally in the

sight of his parents when they were
there on vacation. They are from
Michigan, and he has never been seen
since, never been accounted for. The
Turkish Government refuses to cooper-
ate or give any information about his
whereabouts, and certainly he puts a
very real and personal face on this
tragedy.

I thank you for your leadership and
what you are doing. I agree with the
gentleman from Pennsylvania that
enough is enough, and it is time to act.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. I thank the gen-
tleman and thank him for his interest
during all the time you have been here
in the Congress and on all of the other
Hellenic issues, and we appreciate your
concern and your caring, I say to the
gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow we will have
another chance when the House Inter-
national Relations Committee begins
its mark-up of House Concurrent Reso-
lution 42, introduced by my colleague
from New York [Mr. ENGEL] and of
which I am an original cosponsor.

This important resolution calls for
the demilitarization of Cyprus and in-
sists that all parties to the dispute re-
garding Cyprus agree to seek a solution
based upon relevant U.N. resolutions,
including provisions of Security Coun-
cil Resolution 939. Resolution 939 reaf-
firms that a solution to the Cyprus
problem be based upon a State of Cy-
prus with a single sovereignty, citizen-
ship and international personality.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from New York [Mrs.
MALONEY], who has truly been an inspi-
ration on this issue.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I want
to first thank the gentleman from
Florida for once again organizing this
special order.

Mr. BILIRAKIS is a true champion of
human rights and justice and has been
an inspiration to many of us as we at-
tempt to solve the problems of the
beautiful island of Cyprus.

The past few years have seen great
advances in peace and human rights
throughout the world.

The end of the cold war, the triumph
of democracy in South Africa, and the
movement toward peace in the Middle
East and Northern Ireland have been
beacons of hope for us all.

In light of these advances, the situa-
tion on Cyprus is all the more tragic.

This island remains divided by the
continuing shackles of occupation and
oppression.

This week, we commemorate the 21st
anniversary of the 1974 illegal Turkish
invasion of Cyprus and its occupation
of 37 percent of the island.

The continued presence of 35,000
Turkish troops represents a gross vio-
lation of human rights and inter-
national law.

During the invasion, almost 200,000
Greek Cypriots were expelled from
their homes. They were removed from
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the land that had been theirs’ for gen-
erations. Their property was con-
fiscated.

Worst of all, 1,614 Greek Cypriots and
5 Americans were seized by Turkish
troops and remain unaccounted for to
this day.

I’ve shared the pain of some of my
own constituents in Astoria, Queens
whose beloved family members are still
missing. On this issue, there can be no
compromise. We will never give up
hope that people like Chrisaci Loizoi,
Andrew Kassapis, and George
Anastasiou will be accounted for.

I’m pleased that last year Congress
passed, and the President signed into
law, a bill which directs the Depart-
ment of State to conduct an investiga-
tion into the whereabouts of the five
Americans that are still missing.

But we must do more. Human de-
cency demands that we use all means
at our disposal to account for all of the
1,619 who are missing.

For this reason, I was particularly
pleased to play an active role in the
passage of an amendment to the For-
eign Operations bill offered by my
friend and colleague Mr. PORTER that
would cut $25 million in United States
economic aid to Turkey.

By a decisive vote of 247 to 155, this
House spoke out loud and clear that
Turkey must be forced to pay a price
for its continuing human rights viola-
tions and its refusal to act in good
faith on the Cyprus issue.

The House did the right thing when it
passed the Porter amendment.

I am also pleased that the Clinton ad-
ministration is taking concrete actions
on a variety of issues of importance to
the Hellenic community.

The President’s appointment of a
special emissary to Cyprus, Mr. Rich-
ard Beattie, was an important develop-
ment. Mr. Beattie, and the special em-
issary to FYROM, Matt Nimitz, have
both visited my district and spoken at
heavily attended town hall meetings.

The actions of the President and the
Congress to help secure the release of
the ‘‘Omonia Four’’ represent another
example of progress in Greek-American
relations. Many of us in this Chamber
tonight worked very hard to gain the
freedom of these ethnic Greeks who
were unfairly imprisoned in Albania.

Just this afternoon, several of us met
at length with Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke and other top State depart-
ment officials and urged them to con-
tinue to press Turkey to come to a so-
lution on Cyprus.

And there are additional revenues for
the supporters of Greece and Cyprus to
take to keep Turkey’s feet to the fire
on these important matters.

I strongly support the March 6 accord
which will set a firm timetable for Cy-
prus’ accession to the European Union.

Conversely, the United States should
condition the admission of Turkey into
the European Customs Union on an im-
provement on Turkish human rights
and progress on the Cyprus issue.

We must likewise carefully monitor
recent Turkish actions and bellicose

statements with respect to the Law of
the Sea Treaty. This important treaty
has been signed by nearly 200 nations,
including the United States and
Greece, but Turkey has not only re-
fused to sign, but has threatened war if
Greece asserts its legitimate rights.

We must continue to support the $15
million earmark for economic and
peace-enhancing assistance for Cyprus,
and I’m pleased that this aid was in-
cluded in the recently-passed Foreign
Operations bill.

Finally, the United States must be
mindful of a variety of Turkish abuses,
even the ones that do not receive head-
lines. For example, the gentleman from
Florida and I have introduced a House
resolution to protect the Eastern Or-
thodox Ecumenical Patriarchate.

In recent years, there have been ter-
rible terrorist attacks on the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate premises in Turkey.
In addition, religious schools have been
shut down and freedom of religion
threatened.

Mr. Speaker, I want to conclude by
thanking my colleagues, for once again
joining in this special order.

We must continue to rise each and
every July to commemorate these ter-
rible events and to fulfill our obliga-
tion to the missing in Cyprus, and all
the Cypriot people that we will never
forget their plight.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to thank
my distinguished colleague, Mr. BILIRAKIS, for
organizing this commemoration of a sad and
frustrating anniversary.

Twenty-one years—for many American
young people, it’s a coming of age. But for
Cypriots, and for us tonight, its a reminder that
on July 20, 1974, Turkish troops invaded their
island and began a military occupation.

Today, 35,000 Turkish troops remain on Cy-
prus. They occupy one-third of the island. In a
chilling reminder of the Berlin Wall, a barbed
wire fence known as the Green Line cuts
across Cyprus, separating thousands of Greek
Cypriots from the towns and communities in
which their families have lived for generations.

As a result of the invasion 21 years ago,
thousands of people were killed, more than
200,000 people were expelled from their
homes, and today, more than 1,600 remain
missing—including five Americans.

Instead of helping us to locate the missing
and enter negotiations aimed toward unity and
freedom for Cypriots, Turkey today continues
to keep troops on the island.

U.S. Secretary General Boutros Boutros-
Ghali just last month called Turkish-occupied
northern Cyprus ‘‘one of the most highly milita-
rized areas in the world.’’

Most disturbing of all, when you look at the
amount of United States dollars flowing into
Turkey today, it is nearly identical to the
amount of money Turkey spends to keep
those troops housed in Cyprus.

So in effect, American taxpayers are paying
to keep Turkish troops housed in Cyprus.

Until Turkey begins to remove its troops
from Cyprus, we have no business sending
aid to Turkey. That is why I strongly supported
the Porter amendment to the foreign oper-
ations appropriations bill.

The Turkish government must know that the
division of Cyprus will continue to be an obsta-
cle to better relations with the United States.

Over the past few years, we have witnessed
tremendous changes around the world—the
fall of the Berlin Wall, the beginning of rec-
onciliation in the Middle East and the end of
Apartheid. It is my sincere hope that soon we
will be able to add Cyprus to that list of places
where peace and freedom have triumphed.

Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join my colleagues in this important special
order marking the 21st anniversary of Turkey’s
invasion of Cyprus. At the outset, I want to
thank my colleague Mr. BILIRAKIS for organiz-
ing this important special order to commemo-
rate this anniversary.

The division of Cyprus has the distinction of
being one of the most intractable in the world
today. Since Turkey first invaded Cyprus in
1974, 1619 people including eight Americans
last seen alive in the occupied areas of Cy-
prus have never been accounted for. We must
not let the passage of years weaken our re-
solve to pressure the Turkish government to
provide answers to the families of the missing.
We cannot forget their suffering continues.

Mr. Speaker, last year, when marking this
solemn anniversary, many of us felt hopeful
that this conflict would soon be resolved
peacefully through the auspices of the United
Nations. Today, while I applaud the efforts of
United Nations to resolve the issue of the con-
tinuing division of Cyprus, I am very frustrated
by Turkish leader Rauf Denktash’s stubborn
resistance to meaningful negotiations. Its not
just Greek Cypriots and their supporters who
think Denktash has been unreasonable.

In December of 1993, in an effort to facili-
tate a peace resolution of the problem, Presi-
dent Clerides submitted to the United Nations
a thoughtful and innovative proposal calling for
the demilitarization of Cyprus. In exchange for
the withdrawal of Turkish troops, Cyprus
would disband its National Guard; transfer the
National Guard’s military equipment to the
United Nations peace keeping force; and the
money saved from Defense spending for de-
velopment projects that would benefit both
communities. Demilitarization would alleviate
the security concerns of all parties and sub-
stantially enhance the prospects for a peaceful
resolution of the problem. Once again the
Turkish side rejected Cyprus’ efforts toward
ending the tragic unacceptable status quo. In
April of this year I was proud to join my col-
leagues as a cosponsor of House Concurrent
Resolution 42, which calls for the demilitariza-
tion of Cyprus. I urge my colleagues to join
me as a co-sponsor of this very important leg-
islation.

The United States Government has always
supported a just and lasting solution to the Cy-
prus problem. It is important for the Congress
to continue to firmly support the people of Cy-
prus by pressing Turkey to remove its illegal
occupation force and to work constructively for
a resolution of the problem in accordance with
the relevant U.N. resolutions and agreements
between the two sides. A just and lasting solu-
tion to the problem will benefit both commu-
nities on Cyprus, stabilize the often tenuous
relationship between Greece and Turkey, as
well as constitute a significant step towards
peace in the unstable eastern Mediterranean
region.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this opportunity
to commend the Secretary General for his tire-
less efforts to resolve this issue. I also want to
recognize the Greek Cypriot people for their
valiant commitment to resolving this conflict,
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despite the seeming bad faith shown by the
Turkish side. It is my hope that this will be the
last year members must join to discuss the
longstanding problems of the people of Cy-
prus, that next year we may join to celebrate
the end to this conflict. Until that happens, the
Turkish government must know we in the Unit-
ed States will continue to mark this anniver-
sary and speak out for rights of the missing.

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Speaker, 12 months
have passed since we last recognized, and re-
minded ourselves that July 20, 1974 marks
the occupation and division of the Republic of
Cyprus. One of the tragic consequences of
that invasion and occupation is the continued
‘disappearance’ of almost 2,000 people.

The passing years only add to our enor-
mous embarrassment that although there is a
great deal of evidence to indicate that these
individuals were arrested by Turkish military
personnel during the invasion and subsequent
occupation, that we, the international commu-
nity, have not been able to negotiate or pres-
sure the Turkish government into releasing
any information on these individuals.

This 21st anniversary of that occupation
presents us once again with the opportunity to
support the work of the United Nations nego-
tiating team’s efforts to persuade Mr. Glafcos
Clerides, President of the Republic of Cyprus,
and Mr. Rauf Denktash, Turkish Cypriot lead-
er, in reaching an understanding on obtaining
information on these detainees.

As always, I am honored to stand with my
colleagues in calling upon the President to
continue to work with the United Nations in re-
solving the issues of territorial control in Cy-
prus, in gaining knowledge of the 1,619 inno-
cent people still missing and in achieving their
eventual release.

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, this Thursday
will mark the 21st anniversary of Turkey’s in-
vasion on the peaceful, self-governing island
of Cyprus. For 21 years, Turkey has tried to
make the island its own. It has done this by
installing 80,000 illegal colonists, by maintain-
ing over 30,000 heavily armed troops on the
island, and by moving 200,000 Greek Cypriots
from their homes. Through 21 years of hard-
ship, the people of Cyprus have held on to a
hope for peace and for the return of their is-
land. Their purpose has not been revenge, but
negotiation and reconciliation. Here in the
House of Representatives, we have the oppor-
tunity to help the cause of justice. I urge my
colleagues to support House Concurrent Res-
olution 42, calling for demilitarization of Cy-
prus. I encourage them to cosponsor H.R.
3475, legislation I have introduced that would
reduce United States aid to Turkey by
$500,000 per day until that country complies
with several conditions, including progress to-
ward withdrawal from Cyprus. As saddened as
I am by their plight, as dismal as their treat-
ment by a foreign force has been, we should
all be inspired by the patience, courage and
faith shown by the people of Cyprus. Let us
make this the year when the people of Cyprus
once again can govern themselves with peace
and dignity.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
applaud and express my gratitude to my fellow
colleagues for conducting this special order to
acknowledge the 21st anniversary of the Turk-
ish occupation of Cyprus.

This year, the Members of the House meet
again to remember this sad day and to de-
nounce the atrocities taking place in Cyprus.

There are still 1,619 people missing as a re-
sult of the occupation. Five of these missing
persons are American citizens. This is an out-
rage.

In the time since the Turks have taken over
Cyprus the situation there has steadily wors-
ened. The widespread violence and violations
of human rights can not be ignored. Action
must be taken to amend these horrible trav-
esties.

For some time I have been interested in the
situation in Cyprus. I have supported legisla-
tion which would require an investigation into
the whereabouts of United States citizens and
others missing from Cyprus. Another bill I
have supported would prohibit all United
States military and economic assistance for
Turkey until the Turkish Government takes re-
sponsibility for its actions in Cyprus and com-
plies with its obligations under international
law. I hope there will soon be a resolution to
the problems in Cyprus once an for all.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today’s Special
Order on Cyprus comes on the eve of the 21st
anniversary of the brutal invasion by Turkish
troops. I congratulate my friend, the gentleman
from Florida [Mr. BILIRAKIS] for organizing this
Special Order. The international community is
still faced with the fact that in excess of
30,000 Turkish military personnel remain on
the island to enforce an illegal partition and to
protect a self-proclaimed government that has
been recognized by only one other country—
Turkey itself.

Those of us in Congress who have sup-
ported a negotiated settlement to the dispute
which has led to the division of Cyprus are
painfully aware of the complexities of the
issue, the injustices committed, and particu-
larly the suffering over these many long years
of the Cypriot people on both sides of the
Green line.

Indeed, Cyprus has become a code-word
for stale-mate and intractability in international
diplomacy.

Last year, the House passed H.R. 2826,
which provides for an investigation by the
President of the whereabouts of persons mis-
sion in Cyprus since 1974. The resolution of
the long lingering question of the whereabouts
of 1,619 persons—including 5 Americans—
needs to be resolved. The United Nations has
been looking into this matter since the early
1980’s. But has not solved a single case. I un-
derstand that former Ambassador Bob Dillon
who has had long experience in the region will
head an investigative team. I hope the admin-
istration and President Clinton will diligently
pursue an investigation that can provide to the
families and friends of the missing, some long
overdue, answers. It is also hoped that the
governments of Turkey and Cyprus will co-
operate fully in providing all available informa-
tion to the President as he conducts this in-
vestigation.

Old history and grievances must be placed
behind us as we seek to resolve the division
of Cyprus. I hope and pray that both sides of
the problem will reach within themselves to
find and resolve to settle this persistent prob-
lem. The Greek Cypriots have demonstrated
both, the flexibility and the spirit of com-
promise in recent rounds in U.N. sponsored
talks. The international community and the
U.N. should recognize this as we reevaluate
our tactics in the light of the most recent fail-
ure to move beyond the current situation.

I have urged and will continue to prod the
administration to do more to focus the Turkish

Government on the necessity of withdrawing
from Cyprus without further delay. Regrettably,
Prime Minister Ciller appears to be in a weak
position, unable to reign in recalcitrant ele-
ments among Turkey’s political and military
establishment. But the fortunes of the people
of Cyprus must not be held hostage to internal
Turkish political problems.

Twenty-one years is too long a time. There
are now young people coming of age in Cy-
prus who know nothing other than the experi-
ence of living in a divided society. For this
next generation what can guide them in learn-
ing to accept life with a neighboring but dif-
ferent culture? Time is running out for the pos-
sibility of achieving a peaceful settlement. The
people of Cyprus now have to ask themselves
if the enmity between the two communities is
truly worth the price of a divided nation.

As we approach the 21st anniversary of
Turkey’s invasion of Cyprus, let us call on the
world community to help resolve this problem
of a divided and occupied Cyprus.

Mr. FAZIO. Mr. Speaker, this week marks
the 21st year of the occupation and division of
the Republic of Cyprus. This island nation that
gained its independence from Great Britain
over three decades ago was invaded by Tur-
key in 1974. Since the invasion, northern Cy-
prus has been in the grip of foreign occupa-
tion, a siege marked by violence and blood-
shed.

Over 1,600 people—among them 5 United
States citizens—have been missing since the
island was divided after the invasion. They re-
main unaccounted for. Their families have no
idea whether they are sick or well, dead or
alive.

I want to once again profess my support for
a negotiated peace on Cyprus, and for the re-
unification of this Mediterranean nation which
has been our faithful ally over the course of its
history. Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank
my colleague from Florida, [Mr. BILIRAKIS] for
his devotion and dedication to the Cyprus
issue. Every year, Mr. BILIRAKIS is instrumental
in calling this special order and providing us
with an opportunity to reaffirm our commitment
to the innocent victims and families of Cyprus’
occupation, as well as to an end to the turmoil
and conflict under which Cypriots are forced to
live. I am, as always, pleased to join my col-
leagues in recognition of this solemn anniver-
sary.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join my colleagues in commemorating a tragic
event—Turkey’s military invasion of the Re-
public of Cyprus in July 1974. But I think we
all agree that the even greater tragedy is the
fact that 21 years later, Turkey’s illegal occu-
pation of northern Cyprus remains in place
and the suffering of the people of Cyprus con-
tinues.

Driven from their homes and villages, brutal-
ized, and denied information as to the fate of
over 1,600 loved ones missing since the inva-
sion, the people of Cyprus have patiently co-
operated with international negotiators—for 21
years) in the hopes of securing a peaceful co-
existence.

Mr. Speaker, Greek-Americans in San
Diego and across the United States also share
in the agony created by the occupation of Cy-
prus. They agonize about mission friends and
family, the destruction of the Greek Cypriot
culture and the denial of access to ancestral
homelands now occupied by the Turkish
Army. These people have suffered too long.
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And so, together with the Greek-American

community, I urge Congress and the adminis-
tration to adopt a far more active role in press-
ing the Turkish Government to withdraw its
troops from Cyprus, end the human rights
abuses there and provide a full accounting of
those who are missing.

It is time we let Turkey know that a peaceful
resolution to this crisis is tragically overdue.

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join with my colleagues in marking the tragic
events that occurred 21 years ago on the Is-
land of Cyprus. On July 20, 1974, the Govern-
ment of Turkey sent troops to Cyprus and
forcefully assumed control of more than one-
third of the island. This action dislocated much
of the Greek Cypriot population, creating a ref-
ugee problem that exists to this day. Addition-
ally, over 1,600 Greek Cypriots are still miss-
ing or unaccounted for as a result of this bru-
tal invasion.

The Turkish Cypriot community has contin-
ually shown its unwillingness to move toward
a negotiated settlement with their Greek
neighbors. The removal of the roughly 35,000
Turkish troops from the Island of Cyprus is
central to any such agreement. However, the
Turkish Government is doing the exact oppo-
site. They continue their arms buildup on the
island, in effect making any sort of rapproche-
ment all the more unlikely.

The Greek Cypriots have demonstrated re-
peatedly their flexibility and willingness to
compromise in order to bring an end to this
long-standing dispute. As late as last year,
President Glafcos Clerides of Cyprus unveiled
a plan that would demilitarize the island. This
proposal should be commended. The United
States has also taken steps to facilitate an
agreement. Earlier this year, President Clinton
appointed a Special Envoy for Cyprus and dis-
patched Assistant Secretary of State Richard
Holbrooke to the region in hopes of helping to
achieve a solution.

However, these efforts have failed to
produce any movement toward an agreement.
It is time that the United States Government
take bold steps to show its resolve to the
Turkish Government that it is serious about
moving toward peace on Cyprus. In this re-
gard, I am pleased to be a cosponsor to
House Concurrent Resolution 42, which offi-
cially calls for the demilitarization of Cyprus.
Perhaps more importantly, I was very encour-
aged by the passage of an amendment to
H.R. 1868, the Foreign Operations Appropria-
tions Act, which cuts economic support funds
and military assistance to Turkey until it with-
draws its troops from Cyprus, lifts its blockade
of Armenia, and makes progress on extending
political and economic rights to is Kurdish mi-
norities.

Mr. Speaker, it is with decisive steps such
as these that we can begin to hope for a
brighter future for Cyprus. I wish to commend
the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. BILIRAKIS] for
his steadfast work in this area. I look forward
to working with him, and all my colleagues
who share our concerns, to achieve a unified
and peaceful Cyprus in the future.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, today
we commemorate the 21st anniversary of a
very sad event when a democratic country,
Cyprus, fell victim to a foreign army.

Today, all the people of that country con-
tinue to suffer the ill consequences of that
intervention and a military occupation of part
of Cyprus.

The situation in Cyprus deserves our atten-
tion.

As a country at the crossroads of the great
civilizations of Europe and the Middle East,
Cyprus has long been an island where people
from all these civilizations and cultures min-
gled freely and in harmony.

Twenty-one years ago, the population of Cy-
prus lived in peace and friendship despite the
differences in religion, language, and national
origin.

The Greek Cypriots did not abuse their elec-
toral strength, and despite being 80 percent of
the Cypriot population, they did not use the
opportunity to deny the other citizens and resi-
dents of Cyprus of their rights to full participa-
tion in that democratic system.

Nonetheless, outside intervention led to the
division of the country.

Since then, all efforts to restore Cyprus to
national sovereignty and to restore the legiti-
mate government’s authority over all the na-
tional territory have been to no avail.

I sincerely hope that all parties to this con-
flict will heed the consensus among the demo-
cratic states of the world and put an end to its
illegal occupation of the northern portion of
Cyprus.

A continuation of a divided Cyprus is not in
the interest of any of the citizens of that coun-
try.

Since the foreign occupation of the northern
part of the island, the per capita income of the
Cypriots living under the legitimate and recog-
nized Government of the Republic of Cyprus
in the south has soared from less than $1,500
in 1973 to $10,430 in 1993, while those who
live in the occupied territory have seen their
incomes stagnating.

The European Union is moving toward a de-
cision in which the residents of the area under
the control of the legitimate Government of
Cyprus will be offered membership in the Eu-
ropean Union, while simultaneously taking
measures to further isolate the residents of the
occupied territory from their market opportuni-
ties in Europe.

A settlement in Cyprus would be good for all
countries in the region.

As I understand it, the European Union is
willing to negotiate a customs union with Tur-
key which would give Turkey duty free access
to the 367 million residents of the European
Union countries. Thus, both Greece and Tur-
key will be able to move beyond the misunder-
standings and conflicts of the past and be-
come part of a customs union that will bring
increased prosperity to both countries.

But that customs union cannot be achieved
until there is a settlement in Cyprus to restore
the legitimate government to full control of the
island, and the withdrawal of all foreign troops
from that island.

The expansion of democracy throughout Cy-
prus is a noble goal, that I urge all Members
to support.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness and frustration that I rise tonight to
commemorate the anniversary of an inter-
national crisis that has to date defied resolu-
tion. Twenty-one years ago, demonstrating a
gross disrespect for both international law and
human life, Turkish troops stormed into the
Mediterranean island nation of Cyprus and
stole its independence. Defiantly ignoring the
calls of the United Nations and NATO to allow
Cyprus to resume its existence as a free and
sovereign country, Turkey currently maintains

its illegal occupation of the island with a force
of over 30,000.

As we gather here to remember those who
have died, as well as those who today live in
a divided country, we must also be sure to
vigorously communicate our determination to
persevere until Cyprus is once again free. We
must continue to point out, as I and my fellow
cosponsors have done in House Concurrent
Resolution 42, that the presence of 30,000-
plus Turkish troops ‘‘hampers the search for a
freely negotiated solution to the dispute re-
garding Cyprus.’’ Calling for a complete demili-
tarization of the island, House Concurrent
Resolution 42 asks for nothing more than
Turkish compliance with the numerous resolu-
tions passed by the United Nations Security
Council.

And if the Turks continue to resist the idea
of a sovereign, independent Cyprus, let there
be no doubt that we will continue—just as I
and many of my colleagues joined together to
do in voting for the Porter amendment to the
fiscal year 1996 foreign operations bill—to cut
U.S. assistance to them.

Mr. Speaker, we should be proud of our ef-
forts in the Congress to resolve this situation,
but there is much work that still needs to be
done. Answers must be found for those who
have disappeared, including five Americans
who were in Turkish held territory, following
the 1974 invasion; in the absence of a com-
plete Turkish withdrawal from the island,
human rights improvements for the Cypriots
must be secured; and the regional instability
caused by tension between Greece and Tur-
key must be contained.

Thus, although we hope we will not have to
return to commemorate this event next year,
be assured that we will return for as many
years as it takes to once again see a peaceful
and independent State of Cyprus.

Mr. Speaker, I again thank the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. BILIRAKIS]
for organizing this special order and for
his leadership on this issue and on
many others.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. I thank the gentle-
woman for her wonderful words.

Very quickly, getting back to demili-
tarization. Demilitarization is crucial
to a satisfactory resolution of the divi-
sion of this island-nation. In fact, this
couldn’t have been made more clear
than in a recent report submitted to
the U.N. Security Council regarding its
resolution renewing the U.N. peace-
keeping force in Cyprus. In that report,
U.N. Secretary General, Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, referred to occupied Cy-
prus as ‘‘one of the most highly milita-
rized areas in the world.’’

Demilitarization would alleviate the
security concerns of all parties and
substantially enhance the prospects for
a peaceful resolution of the problem.

In addition to these efforts, the Unit-
ed States and the international com-
munity have undertaken numerous
other endeavors to end the occupation,
but again and again the Turkish side
has resisted.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania [Mr. KLINK].

Mr. KLINK. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding, the other half
of the Hellenian Caucus, for yielding,
and I thank him for his leadership on
this issue.
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I note you have a brief amount of

time. I will just try to mention some
things I do not think have been said,
maybe putting this in a different per-
spective.

When it comes to the topic of Cyprus,
there are so many paradoxes involved
here. If you go back to September 14,
1829, after a tenacious 8-year battle,
Hellenic troops were able to conquer
larger Ottoman forces. The Greeks fi-
nally won their recognition as a sov-
ereign state. They did that with the
support of countries like Russia, Brit-
ain, France, and the United States, all
supporting a return of democracy to
the Greeks.

Yet, now for 21 years, these countries
and many others around the world
have turned their backs on Cyprus and
the situation in Cyprus. It is the
Greeks themselves who are credited
with the entire concept of democracy.
As early as the sixth century B.C., the
ideas upon which our own Constitution
was written were being debated by the
ancient Athenian philosophers. Greeks
were the first people to believe all per-
sons are created equal and should be
recognized as so, and these people can
go and govern their own affairs. Yet,
for 21 years on Cyprus, the Greeks who
lived there, the Cypriots there, have
not been allowed to do that.

Hundreds of years after the Greeks
first talked about democracy, our own
Founding Fathers referred to the wis-
dom of Pericles, Plato, and Aristotle in
drafting the principles of America’s
own democracy and Constitution. Yet,
we turn our back for 21 years on what
has occurred in Cyprus.

When and under what other cir-
cumstance would this Nation turn its
back on five American citizens cap-
tured and held? The gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. HOKE] referred to a 17-year-
old boy, who is a 38-year-old man, if he
is alive. He had his passport in his
hand.

The family was there, along with five
Americans, along with 1,600 Greek Cyp-
riots, who have not been heard of for 21
years. Yet, our Nation stands by, giv-
ing millions of dollars in economic aid
to Turkey, giving hundreds of millions
of dollars in military aid to Turkey.

In fact, it is amazing, if you take a
look at those figures, the amount of
money coming from the United States
to Turkey is about what it costs that
nation to be able to occupy Cyprus
each of those 21 years, and every time
the United Nations has spoken up on
Cyprus, they have found that the Turk-
ish Government has not paid attention.
They have ignored everything we have
done.

So I say to the gentleman, I am
proud to be here on the floor with you
commemorating this, and I hope that
we never have to do this again, that
something before the next anniversary
comes up will occur so the people of
Cyprus can again know the freedom
that Greeks for centuries have talked
about and people of this country for 200
years have also spoken about.

JOBS AND EDUCATION
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

MCINNIS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of May 12, 1995, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. OWENS] is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

TURKISH-OCCUPIED CYPRUS

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. OWENS. I yield to the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from New York
[Mr. OWENS]. I appreciate it so very
much. I will not take the full 5 min-
utes.

Mr. Speaker, as the gentlewoman
from New York said, last fall, the
President appointed Mr. Richard
Beattie as special emissary to Cyprus
to lend new impetus in resolving the
Cyprus problem. Mr. Beattie, along
with State Department Special Cyprus
Coordinator, James Williams, have
made several trips to Cyprus stressing
U.S. resolve in achieving a lasting solu-
tion to the problems there.

However, it is evident, Mr. Speaker,
that a solution to the 21-year-old prob-
lem on Cyprus will not be found until
tensions are lessened on the island and
the Turkish side agrees to come to the
table and negotiate.

I am satisfied that the Government
of Cyprus remains committed to seek-
ing a peaceful, just, and viable solu-
tion. The acceptance by the Turkish
side of U.N. Resolution 939 and of Cy-
prus President Glafcos Clerides’ demili-
tarization proposal would substantially
enhance the prospects of a negotiated
settlement.

This past weekend, in my home in
Florida, a gentleman said to me that in
all the history of the country of Tur-
key, voluntary negotiations and agree-
ments based on those negotiations are
absent. He said, ‘‘they don’t nego-
tiate.’’

I truly hope that he is wrong. Turkey
has many internal problems. American
taxpayer dollars are intended to help
them with those problems, not to help
them to wage invasions on their neigh-
bors and to illegally occupy other
lands. Common sense, a true caring for
their own people, their domestic needs,
and world opinion all would seem to
dictate that Turkey would want to
work things out on a problem that they
just do not need.

I feel that we in the Congress have a
responsibility to use our influence to
see that Cyprus is made whole again,
to rescue the thousands of Greek-Cyp-
riots who have become refugees in the
land of their birth. Like those faithful
Cypriots in my district and elsewhere,
we must do our utmost in this cause.

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, last week
the House Appropriations Subcommit-
tee on Labor, Health and Human Serv-
ices and Education reported its appro-
priations bill for next year. The bill
will be considered by the full commit-
tee on Thursday and by the full House
next week.

On previous occasions, Mr. Speaker, I
made it clear that nothing is more im-
portant in this House, nothing that we
contemplate and nothing that we legis-
late on is more important than jobs
and education.

b 2130

And in our complex society jobs and
education are inextricably interwoven.
We cannot really hope to have a decent
job in this complex society unless you
do have an education.

When I came to Congress 13 years
ago, I volunteered, and I wanted very
much, to serve on the Education and
Labor Committee. I thought that there
would be a lot of competition for serv-
ice on the committee which deals with
education and jobs because in my dis-
trict of course the most important
thing that was clearly communicated
to me by my constituents was a need
for more jobs. We had one of the high-
est unemployment levels in the coun-
try concentrated in my district. People
wanted jobs, they needed jobs, and of
course, in order to qualify for some of
the better jobs, they needed an edu-
cation. I saw that right away. I wanted
to serve on the Education and Labor
Committee, and that was the name of
the committee at that time, because of
the fact that was the way I felt I could
give the greatest amount of service to
my constituents.

To my great surprise I found there
was no great amount of competition
for service on the Education and Labor
Committee. The smarter members of
the freshman class when I came in all
told me that the Education and Labor
Committee is a graveyard. You cannot
get any contributions for our cam-
paigns by serving on the Education and
Labor Committee, and, true to form, I
found that it was easy for me to get a
place on that committee, and I, of
course, still wanted a place, but there
were many vacancies on Education and
Labor, and year after year there were
vacancies, and people came on that
committee only after they could not
find any other place.

But I think it was a great mistake on
the part of those who chose that
course. Nothing is more important
than jobs and education. Nothing that
we do is more important than what we
do in order to encourage an economy
which produces jobs and an economy
which makes it possible for people to
work and earn decent wages under con-
ditions that are not life-threatening,
under conditions that do not destroy
the health of workers, and of course
closely added to that is the need for
education systems that allow people to
qualify for these jobs, allow people to
be able to operate and earn their own
way in our complex society, and allow
people also to meet other requirements
in our very complex society.

So jobs and education are very im-
portant. They are very important, and
in the Congressional Black Caucus al-
ternative budget the only area that we
propose great increases in the budget,
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